Those Quarrelsome Bonapartes
leges and twenty-three thousand elementary schools in
the different arrondissements.
And he partitioned the arrondissements themselves, es-
tablished their taxes, also the tariffs, customs, and clear-
ance schedules at the ports to foster commerce. Meantime
he brought peace after a bloody seven years' civil war,
quelling the revolts in Vendee and Brittany; then turned
to reorganize religion all over again in the face of a half-
infidel society. In this, too, he showed no small adroitness,
driving a pretty good bargain with the pope.
Said he to the pope: "The French government does not
hold that the Catholic religion is that of the state; but
the first consul and his associates proclaim it as their
religion. And it is to be freely practised, along with He-
braism and Protestantism. Each citizen is welcome to
worship his God as he chooses."
Thus he cleverly gave the appearance of official sanc-
tion, without fastening clerical steering-robes to the helm
of state. And with this recognition his Holiness had per-
force to be 'content, particularly since he was given the
sop of very modest annual stipends for his clergy. In
return, all claim was waived to the vast estates confis-
cated from the church in the Revolution. Had these
holdings not been legalized, half the peasants' new titles
to their little farms would not have been secure; and
France would have been unsettled for generations. It was
not the least shrewd of his bargains; arid he had done
much for liberty of conscience.
These things accomplished, between his studies of the
Code, his making of treaties and reviewing of armies, on
off days he started the Oise and Scheldt canals to enrich
his new province of Belgium; deepened and widened great
262